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EXPEDITIONS  IX  SPITZBERGEX

AFTER BINXEV'S successful expeditions there was a lull for several
years, until the Oxford University Exploration Club was
founded in 1927; and it was not until 1933 that a new expe-
dition was sent to the Spitzbergen area. The leader this time
was A. R. Glen, and, although he started with the firm inten-
tion of confining the members to Oxford, in the end his party
included six Cambridge men. The main objective was New
Friesland, the north-eastern part of Spitsbergen, which was
almost completely unknown. Three parties were to be landed
in Treurenberg Bay, at the north-eastern corner, and they were
to work southward across the unknown territory to a base camp
in the Ice Fiord. Two of these northern parties were to work
with sledges, and were to attempt to measure the thickness of
the inland ice; while the third was to travel along the coast of
Wijde Bay, and so map the western coast of New Friesland.
Meanwhile the base party were to explore as much of the land
around the camp as they could manage.

On the northward voyage in the Isbjorn they were accom-
panied by Lindquist, who had been such a valuable member of
Binney's expedition. Lindquist was bound for the west coast of
North-east Land on a hunting trip with a companion. Later on
the Oxford explorers learned of the strange fate which befell
him. In July 1934 when the Isbjorn took supplies up to Lind-
quist's hut the crew found that the hut was half burned, the
roof was off, and the interior filled with snow. Lindquist was
sitting at the table, dead: his companion, who was lying in a
blood-stained sleeping-bag, was also dead. The last entry in
the log had been made six months before. It was difficult to
reconstruct the cause of this Arctic tragedy, but it seems
probable that some accident happened which made it impos-
sible for the hunters to survive the terrible winter night.

On July 11 Treurenberg Bay was reached, and the supplies
for the sledging-parties landed. Then a reconnaissance party
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